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CHANGES IN THE LAW AFFECTING LICENSED BETTING OFFICES 



The purpose of this letter is to invite views on proposals to make a number of changes to the 
law affecting licensed betting offices in Great Britain. 

2. Comments (including comments in relation to Scotland which the Home Office will 
pass on to the Scottish Office, Home and Health Department) should be sent to: Mrs D 
Gonsalves, Home Office, D Division (Room 1184), 50 Queen Anne’s Gate, London SWIH 
9AT (telephone: 071 273 2707) not later than 30 September . 

3. The Government is considering further relaxation of some of the present controls on 
betting offices which were last reviewed in 1986. Views are invited on proposals for 
relaxing some of the controls on window displays and facilities inside betting offices. The 
purpose of these changes is to deregulate where appropriate whilst still ensuring that betting 
is conducted fairly and honestly and that the interests of the consumer are protected. 

(11 External Displays 

4. The present law prevents bookmakers from providing other than the most basic 
information about their business in signs placed on the outside of the offices. 

The 1986 Regulations allow only: 

The name of the bookmaker 

A description of the business m three words, for instance, licensed betting 
office , bookmaker or turf accountant 
Opening hours 

A notice stating that persons under the age of 18 years are not admitted. 

5. At the time of the last review, the display of other text (for example the odds being 
offered by the licensee) posed more difficulty in relation to the Government’s policy on the 
need to avoid unduly stimulating demand for betting and other forms of gambling. Whilst 
the prohibition on the more blatant means of stimulating demand, such as broadcast 
advertising, remains at the heart of the Government’s policy on gambling which is 
undertaken for commercial ends, there is a case for reviewing the restrictions on such matters 
as window displays. 
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6. The Government is therefore minded to ease the restrictions on windows displays, 
including moving displays. We invite suggestions as to what further information should be 

' allowed in window displays. 

“ Facilities inside betting shops 

fill Television 

7. Under the present law, it was intended that cinema sized screens should not be 
permitted. It therefore limits the size of television screens to a maximum of thirty inches 
wide. This has not prevented the use of multiple television screens to produce a large screen 
effect. While we wish to avoid any change which would make betting offices into general 
entertainment centres, the provision of larger screens is increasingly commonplace in pubs 
for showing sporting events. The Government is inclined to allow greater flexibility in the 
choice of screen size to suit particular premises. This can he done either by increasing the 
present limit of thirty inches to say forty-eight inches or by removing the restriction 
altogether. 

8. The other restrictions in Schedule 4 to the Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act 1963 
would be maintained, with the possible exception of rule 8(l)(b) which requires that the 
television sets may not be positioned in such a way that the images can be seen from outside 
the licensed premises. At the time, it was thought that the opportunity to see from outside 
television coverage of racing might encourage people to enter betting offices who would not 
otherwise have done. We think that this is a rather outmoded restriction and that this rule 
should be repealed. 

9. The existing restrictions also have the effect that the windows of betting shops must 
be obscured so that the television images and statutory notices cannot be seen from the 
outside. The 1978 Rothschild Royal Commission on Gambling referred to these as "dead" 
frontages. Bookmakers wish to make these more attractive and open to the public. There 
are also security considerations. Increasing problems with robberies and drugs in some areas 
have caused the industry to press for removal of the requirement to obscure windows. 

10. Whilst quite minor changes in themselves, these proposals would have a significant 
impact on the appearance of betting shops, which would become much more noticeable to 
the public. Instead of the "dead" windows in high streets, licensees would be free to have 
clear windows with the activity of placing bets clearly in view. Large television screens and 
notices giving details of the odds on offer would be visible from the street. The effect would 
be to make betting offices much more obvious to the public. 

Restrictions on refreshments 



1 1 . The change to the law in 1986 allowed for a very modest relaxation to the prohibition 
on refreshments. We consider that it would be appropriate for betting offices to provide a 
wider range of refreshments, falling short of restaurant facilities. 

12. There is no question of changing the law to allow alcohol to be provided. 
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other matters 



13. This consultation is restricted to those areas which the Government considers may be 
changed and where amendments to the law may be made in subordinate legislation. We do 
not intend at this stage to review other aspects of the law which are more contentious or 
which would require primary legislation. 

Consultation 

14. Copies of this letter have been sent to representatives of the bookmaking, horseracing 
and greyhound racing industries, the Justices Clerks’ Society, the Magistrates’ Association, 
local authority associations, the police, interested MPs and other Government Departments. 



N M JOHNSON 
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